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So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, adieu

You are now in possession d¢fie all you can, nay, should join USA.
final issue of Take 5 Magazine forAnnel oes 6 account
thisyear. And what a year it was. Weorganized by USA this month should
have explored important issues likegive you a pretty good idea of what
the Tea Party anbging@HsSh menber idllikedftero e
Doctrine, but al you 6tvhee jNoeiwn eYe al SHds,
resolutions Sarah Palin should makebout becoming a board member.
and the American Super Bowl. EachWhether becoming a board member
issue had a unique theme, and thef USA, or another organization such
writers alwaysexcelled in giving an as AIESEC (ayewhat?! Els
original twist to it. With some seriousHe k k enber go s artic
articles, and some not so serious wéhan just the bare minimum is always
tried to present to you a balancedh good idea. In th8tates, students do
magazine about all the quasitons of extracurricular stuff. The big
American Studies related topics wedifference between there and over
could think of. Before | get all here is that in the Netherlands we are
sentimental about this daissue, let used to having patime jobs. Jet
me tell you what we have come upexplains why one is not necessarily
with to send you on your way to thebetter than the other. Moreovéfike
final exams and then summer break. Kok - resource manager for
traineeships by Esserit explains
This issue is about getting all you carwhy doing extracurricular activities
out of your time as a student. Ofand/or having part time jobs are
course, drinking and partying are parimportant in the first place. Marieke
of that, but those argypical things makes a great attempt at explaining
you shoul dnodt r véhat it is a atbdenti dssistabt adtually
experience. After all, it is impossibledoes - however vague the ob
to describe the feeling of shame youwescription might beand how you
have when thinking back on the nightcan become one. She also says good
before when you were dancingbye to Berkeley, and recaps the fun
Vi gor ous | y Waka WaRsh dirkes sha lad there.
or singing along with Lady GaGads
Born This Way Getting all you can out of your time
at universityalso includeg for most
So what can you do, aside fromstudents moving out of your
studying and partying? Well, firstofpar ent s 6 h, o howewer, T

4



does not believe moving out is suchdefinitely something worth to
an important step, and he explaingonsiderWriting for Take 5, pu can
this in his article. He also discusseexperment with journalism and
the different options you have whenshortstory writing. If you are a
choosing courses for a free minorclosetpoet and want to show your
Think for instance of courses onstuff but are afraid of the reactions,
conflict managementNow that § you can use a pseudonym. Think
something you might need when youMark Twain, Dr. Seuss, Richard
still live at home with your folks! Bachman, Anne Rampling, or
Richard Paige are real names? And it
The Van Wilder ones of us mightdoes not have to be that time
say: this all/l s o gamaimingfyourcan bhodse to &tp 6 t
extracurricular stuff going to stand inof the writing staff for one issue,
the way of partytime? Vince says without being obligated to also write
you can pretty much do all, as long a something for the next one. In short,
you enjoy doing it. He leaves us onit really is fun to write and writing
the phil osophi c a lfor TaketSewill giieDyows & lunt efr i r
what's impossible is important inwhat it is like to be a professional
knowing whatis pos si bl e .writer. DO aoubwant to join au
argue with that! writing staff next yeardust send an
email to:take5mail@gmail.com
Finally, Romee informs us about
OPCO, Jelmer discusses the Studyhen this is it. This is the moment
Trip and being a member of thewhere | can get sentimental. Start
Study Trip organization, and Jessycrying the ugly cry and blubber these

talks to us about one of the thingd a st few sentence
you can do f or pleasure wériBng with alll thee wiitess)
thesis. -soblt s been amazi

Take 5 in print.isnivet | t 6s be
Last, but certainly not least, | would stressful meeting certain deadlines,
like to take the opportunity to tell you uhg but all the more exciting when
how amazing, exciting, interesting,we made itiweep | hope next year
fun, and résumgroof, writing for will be just as much furi.smiley-
Take 5 Magazine can be. If you have
the gift of gd, can use a keyboard, Good luck with your final exams, and
and want an audience, eth this is have fun on your summer break.

Bon Voyage!
Catuja Buruma


mailto:take5mail@gmail.com

What 6s g dSA?g o Njjihehen

Dear Americanists,

il think we've all arrived at a ve
grammat i c al lllpedhe daf gou \ilt always remember as the day
thato you picked up the very | ast
Aishows wus for what we really areo:

their time at university and this magazine will tell yoetly how you can do
that.

Even t hough ithe world seems a |
approaching final stand (a.k.a. exam period), lots of good things are looming
on the horizon. For those who survive this grand battle, the light of the

summe vacation is shining brightly
freedom we fought for, however, we have more battles to fight, ministries to
visit, summer fests to celebrate, a
have é magni fli,ceanntd [yaocut'irve tdlels i nvi
eye on the horizond to make sure vy
t hat ithe deepest <circle of hell [
amazing events. fASavvy?o0

ANowé bring me that horizon. o

Hannah Odenthal
Captain of USA Nijmegen

Works cited:

Pirates of the CaribbednThe Curse of the Black Pearl
Pirates of the CaribbednDead Mandés Chest
Pirates of the CaribbednA t Worl dés End



Duty and freedom: a student's window of opportunity
by Mnce A.M. Klosters

Ask any random student how they're doing and there's a big chance that they'l
tell you they're busy. Most people realise that there are others who are ever
busier. | am still one of those people. While | am currently in the last pifiase
my Bachelor's programme in American Studies, | managed to fit in two
greatly different board positions, a year of curriculum committee work, the
Honours Academy, and an extra minor programme. Now you might think: this
guy is just writing this to show usow great he is. And, | must admit, | am
proud of what | have accomplished. Then again, I'd never have expected to
become so "academically engaged" beforehand. This little contribution is an
attempt to sketch how everyone can, and should, become mogedngih
university matters.

As a lot of people, | started out as a regular guy (with some irregular quirks, of
course) choosing to study English because | thought | was good at it. As most
of the readers will immediately recognise, one of the first mplishments at

an academic level is to imbue a sense of humility. You're not as good as you
thought you were and there are others who have accomplished more and will
accomplish a lot more than you ever will. Reality check #1. After a few
months of study joined GAG, but | was oblivious to the organisation behind

it and didn't care much for the university's elections. Nearing the end of the
academic year, | realised that | might actually get my propaedeutic exam in
one year and | was even invited to apply the renewed Radboud Honours
Academy. | was even stirred to apply for a board position within GAG, which

| hesitantly did because of the many different windows of opportunity that
seemed to open at random. | was careful not to bite off more than | could
chew. Then came Reality check #2. E
being a student > studying. Accepted as the new Treasurer at GAG, | realisec
that students (thus: future academics) should engage themselves with matter
more important than themere studies.

During my tenure as Treasurer in 2009/2010, | got to know a lot of people
from outside our own field of studies. At the Honours Academy, | followed a
course on Ancient Roman History from the venerable professor de Blois,
whose teaching miebd | still greatly admire. | attended SOFv
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(Samenwerkings Overleg Faculteitsverenigingengetings, where the seeds
were sown for my future board position. Shifted from an Honours course on
ancient history to a course on Nanotechnology. Became chairfmam o
Honours Academy think tank in cooperation with the Dutch Open Air
museum. And, more generally, | once again realised that the environment can
(re-)shape a person dramatically. Reality check #3, if you think you've bitten
off more than you can chew, yoteeth will slowly adapt so that, in fact, you'll

be able to bite off more in the future. In my opinion, and experience, most
people have the capacity to successfully engage in countless extracurriculal
activities without delaying their studies. And, agal think that it is the
responsibility of a student to do so. Expanding your field of view, contributing
to a lively community and gaining some experience with (third) parties outside
classes will help solidify, and not rigidify, your personality. Itlwinake you

more adept at engaging with different kinds of people, help you find your
place in the world and expand upon a hopefully already extant critical
worldview. So far for my propaganda.

As | entered my third year, | decided that | would like dous on a political
science perspective on American Studies. While the Honours Academy
continued with a course on Astronomy from a highly enthusiastic professor
Paul Groot, | was even allowed in to the prestigious United Netherlands
programme, which | hatb abort because of personal matters. | found this to
be especially hard, as such a setback had not occurred before. Also, my mino
programme in International Relations was surprisingly difficult at first, but it
added some new ways of looking at the wavhich | still had to internalise. |
even got a friendly automatedngil from TIS notifying me of my 8.0 grade

for the main component of the course! At the same time, attending some
SOFvmeetings led me to apply for a board position as Treasurer there. N
less important was my position as wieelitical Commissioner, which
stimulated me to take an interest in universityel perils. The SOFv is an
organisation which represents the interests of the study associations in the
University's student councilnd my initiative to start up think tanks yielded
positive results on how to improve efficiency in management and how to
organise study guidance. Reality check #4 was on its way by the time the
"langstudeerdersboete" became an issue. During your activfitakjs well,

you get pulled in and even the most boring things get interesting. Oftentimes,
they also seem more important to you than to others. | reached equilibrium
after realising this: what we do is necessary and significant, but there are
always natters greater than our own. The fact that we cannot influence these
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matters does not mean we must lose interest in them, nor must we forget tc
devote attention to matters at hand. Where | stand now is at the advent of &
new phase in my academic developmdmam even willing to invest large
sums of money to complete a second Master's programme, and to attempt al
application for a prestigious internship in Washington, D.C. Without the added
insights from the Honours Academy and its associated think tharakd b
positions, and extra courses, | would not so easily have considered such
endeavours. And, of course, most of the contributions come from the people
who surround you (and the alcohol...). There's a certain dynamism to this
process: even an "averageticggnt will be lifted up and discover that he is not

so average as he once thought. Put in an interdisciplinary group at the Honour:
Academy and within a board, most will realise what potential for future
development they have. Aside from that, the last ddom course from
professor mr. Buruma not only included a great professor, but also rounded off
my Honours programme with a great trip to Berlin.

As academics, it is our duty to explore strange new fields (of study), to seek
out critics and new perspeatis, to boldly scrutinise that which no man has
scrutinised before. For if we are to deliver sound criticism, we are to absorb
other perspectives in order to back up this criticism. If we are to live long and
prosper, we are to know what we are not. If weeta become happy, we are to
realise what we can and cannot accomplish and where we stand in relation tc
others. Engaging in extracurricular activities will greatly contribute to creating
such a mindset, and it often leads to a positive feedback logpisgeoutside

of the known and exploring new areas is a key element in garnering the bits
and pieces that will shape one's life. | would greatly recommend such
extracurricular activities to anyone, and realise that once you're in a position of
responsibiliy, you will more often than not live up to others' expectations
(albeit not always those of yourself). For Reality check #5 is relatively simple:
everything is possible, except that which is impossible. Discovering what's
impossible is important in knowgrwhatis possible.



Extracurricu i spectacui lar!

The importance of extracurricular activities
By Els Hekkenberg

It is great to read an entire issue devoted to stuff you can do while officially
studying. Obviously, many students enjoy theiradmpus hours intensely.
But career wise; is it even relevant to get involved in all these committees,
boards, or part time jobs? Or is it just a distraction from the ultimate goal of
studying: graduation?

Mike Kok is a resource manager for traineeships
by Essent, one of the largest energy companies in
the Netherlands and a Top Employer 2011 award
winner. As a resource manager, he is charged
with recruiting trainees for the four traineeships
Essent offers; a Management, a Technical, a
Procurement, and an MMraineeship. | asked him
about the relevancy of extracurricular activities
when looking for a job.

First of all, do recruiters even look at the
extracurricular activities on your resume, or do

i they only scan for degrees? Mike thinks it is a
combination of both. They start by looking at your education. Did the
candidate finish their studies? How did they do on their thesis? The thesis is
supposed to be some sort of climax to your studies, and recruiters do look at
how you finished that. Also, they look @ combination of studies; did
someone obtain more than one degree? Does his or her choice of studie
complement each other? But obviously, that is not the only decisive attribute,
he explains.

What is surprising is that Mike feels like extracurricudativities are often
overrated. fi Of cour s e, a board meml
But you should do such things because you like them, not because you think it
will i mprove your chances on the | a
will recognize people who do extracurricular activities because they like doing
them, or people who merely want to
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Mike feels that relevant work experience too could help students find a job
faster. Try finding part time jobs thatbacku your i nterest o
Essent, we are always looking for commercial talent. If your side jobs support
your <c¢laim that you are enterprisirt
him about volunteer wor k, h especiadly e n
abroad, show that you are aware of the world around you. Travelling too,
shows an enterprising spirit. But again, you should only do things like this
because you like doing them. Of course they are relevant to a recruiter, but
thatshouldnevéds e t he pri mary reason for do

There are some activities that might not be as beneficial to your image as one
mi ght think. nlt is hard to name s
ibecause anything that br e.d8dté¢ wosld y ot
rather not see someone who started working at Albert Heijn when they were
15 and are still working there today. Your jobs ideally should show your drive.
It is okay if you are still working at Albert Heijn, but in that case, you would
prefembly have been promoted from restocking the shelves to assistant
manager or somet hingbo. Showi ng a mt
something to do that you like and makes you stand out.

People who have finished their studies but have done nothing comgern
extracurricular activities, should just be honest about that, says Mike. Explain
to recruiters why you did not do any. It does not have to be anything bad. He
gives an example of a student who finished his studies in four years, but had
no extracurriclar activities whatsoever. This student explained during his job
interview that he had been providing for his family on the side, and thus did
not have the time for committees and chairs. But by providing for his family,
he showed that he had responsipitind perseverance. He now is a trainee for
Essent . AAnd when you have | oads of
that are the most relevant or that

When | ask him about the new legislation in financing stugjemtd the effects
this may have on studentsO6 chances
clear. AA motivated student wil/l fi
is top priority. That is why | can see why the government instates these kinds
of regulations. But with the right organizational skills and drive, people will
still be able to have jobs or do other stuff during their studies. Or maybe, the
student organizations themselves should find a way for financial compensation
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for board memberswhen it no longer comes from university funds or the
government o.

Amerikanistendag 2011

By Anneloes Verhulst

Thi s year NASAOS (Netherl ands A
Amerikanistendag was held in Leiden. A small delegation from Nijmegen
woke up light and early on that day to travel to the other side of the country.
We had several interesting workshops and lectures about America ahead of us
We would also meet other Americanists from all parts of the Netherlands, with
whom we could talk about ostudies.

When we arrived after a two hour trip, we were welcomed by a committee and
had to register for the different workshops. | chose the two with the themes
that looked most interesting to me€ultural Identity, SeiMaking, and
Memory and Outsidersand Outside Perspective3he first workshop had
three speakers. Sara Polak talked about her research on FDR and the tw
conceptfaskhisenifngd and Ob6éautofabricat
really skilled in creating and sculpting his own imagehi® world. Laura ten
Thije spoke about her research on a book by Sandra Cisneros about life on the
U.S-Mexico border. She told us life on the border as a Latina can be
strenuous. The third topic waSranscultural Hybrids: The Evolving
Representation of Cuwiral Identity and the Great Famine in Iriskmerican
Fiction, 18501990.1t was based on a research by Chris Cusack and Lindsay
Janssen from the Radboud University. They talked about the influence of the
Irish famine and the Irish immigration on Irigtmerican Literature.

The second workshop had four speakers. The first one was Joost Baarsen wh
talked about William Elliot and the way The Netherlands were portrayed in

his oeuvre. Albertine Bloemendal gave us a presentation about Ernst van del
Breugel whowas a mediator between Europe and the US. She showed us
some details about his life and career. The third speaker was Marjolein
Meindersma. Her research was about the Beat Generation and how they
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sought to escape mundane society. She offered new insightthe life of
several of the Beat authors, which was really interesting. Tracy Doyle gave the
last speech of the day, about the impact of water on the development of urbar
Los Angel es. Being a Los Angel es na
theimportant role water played in creating this city.

I had a lot of fun this Americanists day and learned many new and interesting
things. | hope next year will be just as great, and that an even bigger delegacy
from Nijmegen will join me!

Being a Studemn Assistant
By Marieke van Eijk

I n al | |l i kel i hood, the term fistude
meaningless to you. At a glance, it seems-aghlanatory, to be sure: a
student giving assistance. But then, to whom? In what? Where, when, and
why? The whole thing sounds rather shady, to be honest.

Il ol | be one of the first to admit t
whole thing up: in fact, | suspect that professors take great pleasure in keeping
the term (and Hhaboibis) mgstenogse and domseéqbently w
prestigious. Case in point: | was a student assistant for some two to three
mont hs | ast semester and |1 6m havi n¢
whole thing to you all Let me put it this way: when a professas a lot of

work on his hands, and some of that works needs a little less intellect than his
own, and especially a lot more time than his own, he outsources that work to a
studentassistant of his own choosing. In my case, the Professor was Hans
Bak, the work was finding and cataloging source material for a new seminar,
and the persons he asked were Wilco and me.

Now, apparentl vy, itds possible to
knew the job existed, | had no idea how one got it. You maygiimeahow
pleased | was to be asked, especially since this was a little while before my

' would |Iike to acknowledge the fact t
explaining things.
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trip to Berkeley and | could use the money (did | mention you get paid? You
get paid. Well, too). Make no mist a
basically doilg search work in all the corners of the internet (and sometimes
the library) | could think of, via all the ways that | could think of.
Unfortunately, the whole point of setting up a new class about something
means that the information that class will bedzhon is, as yet, not collected,
consolidated, or even a little bit connected to each other. It can be very
frustrating to spend three hours on the computer with only two articles to show
for it at the end, especially when neither facebook nor stumbledipaction

was to blame.

In the end, my work as Head of Activities of USA and my preparations for
Berkeley also got in the way: it can be a little hard to find time for digging
around in digital archives when you could be planning a pumpkin carving
night or making your checklist for your final days. Consequently, finishing up
the job became a little bit of a bother in the end (as far as | know, being a
studeMassi stant is a fairly temporary
longer than a semeastor two, though | could be wrong). However, after some
compromise and concessions, everything worked out just in time for me to
leave for Berkeley (though | do have a few ends to tie up when | get back to
Nijmegen).

To be honest, | dviaenod directiph when itycones tmu ¢
being a student assistant. The process, as | said, is fairly arbitrary, and even i
you do work hard and show enthusiasm in your classes, chances are none c
your professors need anything done that year. However, ifgally want to,

ask around! It canoét hurt to try,
resume too.

OPCO

By Romee Cnossen

Halfway through my first year | was encouraged by Hans Bak to join the
AOpeidingscommi ssi eo ( Opr€poepents studeints i
and faculty members who are affiliated with the department of English
Language and Culture or American Studies. Once every two months the
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members of the OpCo meet up and discuss matters ranging from the
evaluation of courses to studendb compl ai nt s . I hav
important that when you want to complain about something, you also have to
actively try to change what you are complaining about. Therefore | decided to
join the OpCo. As a member of the OpCo | am able to voig®pinion, and

the opinion of the students | am representing, about matters concerning our
department and sustain the quality of our education. As a member you also
keep in touch with the exam committee, FSR(faculty council), and the USR
(University couil). Joining the OpCo has taught me a lot about the
department and about the way the University is structured. It has also offered
me the chance to contribute to a positive environment at our department. |
have been a member for two years now and wowe to add a third year to

that list. My membership even handed me the option to now run for a seat in
the USR.

Every April we are looking for new members. If you like to receive more
information about the OpCo you can always look at
http://www.ru.nl/engels/wie_wat_waar/opleidingscommissie email us at
olc.engels@student.ru.nl

Stay-at-home Student
By Tonnie van den Bogaart

So | as&kedid to write an intelligent
mommy. Just as | was about to say that | didn't wanna, | realized that it
wouldn't matter what | said, | would end up doing what the nice lady said
anyhow. And now here | am, sitting in rhgd typing this as my parents watch
Tom Hanks fumble his way through the DaVinci Code.

The biggest reason for me to use my lstay room in Hotel Mom (& dad) is
money. It is expensive being a student. You need pens, paper, books and foo
(in large quanties) in addition to that precious roof over your head. Of
course, rent is the biggest of the issues here. You are to pay far too much fol
barely enough room. And, it is not as if you have a whole lot of choice either.
Everybody else is paying it, so iy don't they move onto the next one.
Furthermore, you need money to pay for all this, and to get money you need to
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work. You and the thousands of others students who are all competing over
the same jobs. Having to work 20+ hours a week and studyiimgreason
youodor e ¢oi-pus alobofstresd andepregsure on you.

Also, for me, it is eminently practical. | live in Oss, about fifteen minutes by
train and if you include the bus ride from the station to the university it takes
all of 35 minutedo get me from door to door. | don't particularly need to live

in Nijmegen to cut down on travel. Seeing as travel is free because of the nice
OV-card, all of that is taken care of.

People will attempt to argue that you miss out on the social aspealiarec

life. This is only partially true. If you are actually socially inclinédrery

much unlike m& you will undoubtedly have friends who live in Nijmegen,
and these fine folks will have a spare mattress or couch you can use. Is this
solution ideal? NoWill it allow you to partake in all of college life? No. But
let's face it, there is a lot of college life out there, and the people living in
Nijmegen can't all be there either.

Granted, living in Nijmegen, on your own will help you gain a measure of
independence. However, you can learn to cook, clean, vacuum, iron, do the
laundry and more at home. You have a whole house to practice on.

No, living in Nijmegen isn't necessary, it isn't the: be all end all. However, it is
a nice way to get away from yomom.
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Hop aBoard!

Insight into a board membership at AIESEC Nijmegen
By Els Hekkenberg

i Al E SiEddounced "eyesek”, originally an acronym for Association
Internatlonale des Etudiants en Sciences Economiques et Commerdises
a global youth organisation that engages students and graduates in
international student exchange and internship programmes for profit and
nonprofit organisations. 0

This is what you
will first find when
looking up
AIESEC. 1t is an
organization that
provides the
knowledge and
contacts  students
need to go on an

international
internship. But
besides providing
young people with
the chance to go
abroad, t
another aspect in
AIESEC that
makes it worth
looking at. Because
who facilitates
these almost 5,500 exchangestegear? Yes, the board.

AIESEC identifies itself as "the international platform for young people to
explore and develop their leadership potential." Besides going on an
internship, AIESEC is a perfect place to gain someliteagxperience in the
business world during your studies. Ever seen the flyers for exchanges?
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Noticed the presentations in class? Heard people talking about going to India,
Tanzania or Alaska? Ever wondered who makes that all happen? It is AIESEC
Ni j megends own L oeyadall them:nangroupt of aighly a s
motivated students who are learning to weave their way through the
bureaucracy and international world that is.. well.. the real world.

Next to an Executive Board, existing of 5 people with full time jobs, there are
abouttwenty part timers active in the organization. Diede Sterenborg, who
studied American Studies until recently, tells us about her experiences on the
managing side of things.

AfAs an account manager within the |
2011, | wa responsible for finding suitable trainees for a company in the
Nijmegeni Den Bosch area. Also, | was involved in the acquisition of
businesses in these regions. | dealt with formalities necessary to bring a trainee
to the Netherlands, and once thisrie had arrived, | helped them on their
way in the Dutch culture. For example, | joined them on their first day of
work, and while the foreign exchange students were here, | tried to keep a
good relationship with the compamheret hey wer e st ayi ng.

| aked Diede what was so specific about AIESEC that she saw would be a
suiting extracurricul ar activity |
American Studies, | was still searching what | wanted to do in life. American
Studies is not a very specific studyddrwanted to look around and take in all

my options; for example, | looked into the business world. AIESEC gave me
an opportunity to step into that world. In the third year of my studies, |
followed a minor in American business culture. That made it evere
interesting for me to go into the Dutch business life with AIESEC, because it
gave me a chance to compare the two cultures. The experiences | gained b
being an account manager at AIESEC showed me how it is really going down
in the corporate world. Gnday, | was working on an extremely complicated
procedure to get a Chinese student to the Netherlands, and the next | was in a
acquisition meeting with Royal Haskoning. AIESEC definitely provided
challenges for me. This was a great way to experiencehethkivas cut out
for the business world or not. o

| asked Diede whether her year at AIESEC added something to her study
experience. il al ways felt t hat An
options for internships and the workplace; that is why | a&tim go after it
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myself and join AIESEC. But AIESEC and American Studies are both
working from a very international perspective, which was a big plus for me in
both. o Do you feel t hat a year at
AAmer i can Stt nedd te dind activities etan develop themselves
outside of their education to ensure they have a shot at jobs, and AIESEC is
one way to get there. o

AIESEC Nijmegen can be found atvw.aiesec.nl/nijmegerClick o n A Wa

to join AIESECO and | earn everythin
Committee or the Executive Board. And if you still want to learn more about
the organization, you can always ask Helmut Kohl, Mick Jagger, or Bill
Clinton about theiAIESEC experience.

A

An internship abroad
By Els Lunding

You have been selected for a semester abroad. That alone will look good on
your resume, but you might be wondering what else there is to do. When you
are spending a s e mesthatyou carnot pagtidpate in t
extracurricular activities that will improve your resume.

During my semester abroad, | was given the chance to do an internship at the
local university newspaper, the USM Free Press. Of course, there are alsc
other intenships, such as working for the local radio station or helping the
student body president. There are plenty of options while abroad. My
internship was quite an interesting one. You might think a college newspaper
is similar to what you see on the Gilmorerl& or in the movies, but
experience tells me it is not. | hardly spent any time at the paper, but while
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writing the articles, | learned a lot about the university and its people. The
system was simple. Your editor hands you an assignment, you make an
appintment for an interview, conduct the interview and write the adiclé

within a week. Yes, it is busy next to your school work and social life, but |
would highly recommend it.

One of the major benefits of getting involved is that you learn more &heut
university and its inner workings and people. You will be faced with issues
you have never seen before and do not know anything about. Next to that, you
will get a sense of how an actual newspaper works. Although it is a student
newspaper, it aspired® be as close to a real newspaper as possible and an
internship will definitely help you if you have an interest in journalism.
Newspaper writing is harder than | imagined at first. Practicing this at the
student paper helps you improve your English wgitskills. It also gives you

an idea of the inner workings of the newspaper that you pass by every day
when leaving the building on your way to class. In short, it is an amazing
opportunity to meet people and to experiment with writing.

So going abroadsi no reason not to get involved in some serious
extracurricular activities. There are plenty of options. Do an internship, join a
club, take up a sport, you name it and it can be done. It is almost as if you
were home.

Sunny (?) California!
By Jet Hoek

In the previous Take 5, Marieke introduced you to our new, temporary life at
the University of California at Berkeley. Now, more than a month in, things
have calmed down a bit: no more orientations or introductions and no more
asking for directions. | amaw attending classes, saying hi to everyone in |
House, have joined the gymnastics club, and have (sort of) found a routine.
This is not to say that things are not exciting anymore. To the contrary: there
is always something to do, trips that are beingupdal, and of course, there is
always San Francisco just half an hour away.
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One of the most interesting aspects about Berkeley is its liberalism. This
features prominently when living here and makes everyday life a little bit
more amusing. Hereds how:

Berkeley, was during the 1960s and 1970s known for its big counterculture
and this legacy is still very much present. Just a walk around campus will
expose you to many people that are trying to make a statement, either political
or ideological, in one way @nother. You can always count on seeing the guy
wi t h t he AYoudr e Perfecto sign, t h
political issues to passeby, and the old man whose sign reminds students
every day that the world will come to an end May 21, 20idw October 20
(except for when it rains: then the apocalypse is apparently no longer
impending). Aside from these regulars, it is always a surprise what or who else
you will encounter. A girl who gives out free hugs, a man who, while lying on
his back, ides his bike upside down, or a guy that stands on a pole and asks
everyone if they have demonstrated for the situation in Egypt and who, if the
answer is 6no,06 calls them Hitler.
of the world in 2012 next to the021-Apocalypse Man, which obviously
resulted in a huge fight.

In addition to these characters, there is the huge amount of hobos. A lot of
them reside on or around Telegraph Avenue, former (although hardly former)
center of B anovieraehteHadysu cénifgp ipstaece buy -ike
T-shirts, something | was convinced of no longer existed. A fair amount (a
professor told me about 80%) of the people here is BeHezlagated and
homeless out of some kind of hippdeology. Almost everyone has a dbgt

is better groomed than they are themselves. Their signs are creative and sa
things | i ke fiNeed money for alcohol
prostitute, too ugly to be a stripg
you later anyway

Berkeley is extremely liberal, especially by American standards. This is
definitely refreshing, but it is hard not to notice that they are rather
conservative in their liberalism here and that it is hard for moderate or right
wing oriented students tiind their way. Although it is at first surprising to

find out that the biggest student union at UC Berkeley is Republican, it does
make sense: instead of joining one of the thousand (?!) liberal student unions,
they unite in an attempt to defy some of liberalism at campus.

21



In conclusion, the Berkeley atmosphere is very interesting and entertaining,
and life here is full of surprises. | know Marieke has been bragging about the
great weather here, and I d6m somey t
these | ast few weeks. Ah wel |, i t 0 ¢
that means: ROAD TRIP BABY!

Miss Martine

My résumée is incredible. Not trying to be arrogant here. It
really is. Wanna know why? Because | listed every little
damn thing | eer did outside of school that still had to do
with school.

In high school, | was one of the Glee club members,
where | sang romantic duets with hot bad boy Puck. Well,

| wish. But | was in the school choir, which meant singing
old songs about Moses andrigaroos (which is obviously
much cooler than belting oBomebody to Lové the
Queen version, not the Justin Bieber masterpiece). And |
didnét sing romantic duets with hot
neither hot nor bad boys. Andohyeaeth coul dnét si ng.
Also, | was one of the theater geeks. My first appearance was in the incredibly
complicated adaptation dflistero Buffo | still dondét Kkni
exactly. Something with Jesus? Or Lazarus? Anyway, | got to sing a lot of
solos,which | loved, and also, | got to play a seysarold. (Trust me, when

| was fourteen, | still fitted into the dress | wore when my uncle and aunt got
married. | was seven).

And | di dndét | u-attsy dubs. lewlas aweagtilan meimbhde o a 1
the debate team, | wrote for our school paper Vita, and | sold waffles and
krokettenduring the breaks. And ate them too. Yes, | was quite present at my
school.

In college, you can still do lots of things to pimp your résumé that are actually
fun to do.Like, for instance, write for our beautiful Take 5 Magazine. Or, if
you really wanna hit it off, become editor, chairman, secretary or treasurer of
USA. ltds a | ot of wor k, and you he
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in their stuff weeks after theleadline. But you also get to know every
American Studies studentor at least every active American Studies student.

The department of English even has schioekcuse me, universitly theater.

For which | auditioned, a long, long time ago. And | egen a part! | was
super excited, until | found out rehearsals conflicted with my extra
Washington study trip class (anyone of the Washingtonians remember Hamad
Hamad? He was fun. | miss him.). So | ditched theater (I was forced to). But at
least | could 8ll be a member of the study trip committee.

Well, there you have it. Tons of stuff to do outside of school, that still have to
do with school . I didndét even menti
committee, the introduction committee (comen |, who doesnodt
around freshmen and mold them into your own little slaves?), and the skiing
trip. Yes, we had that in high scho
Trail 6 three out of four days.

I only have one wegr daveWhy Gdieegn @t
one. | know everyone of the American Studies department can sing. And some
of them are actually good at it. Any hot bad boy out there who wants to sing
Somebody to Lowsith me?
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It's A Minor Thing

By Tonnie va den Bogaart

Choosing your minor... not exactly a minor decision. Especially those 20
ECTS that aren't filled with mandatory courses. However, even those courses
that are required of you can be tough to choose. Don't fret, there is help on the
way.

First off, there are the mandatory minors which are offered in the American
Studies curriculum: Social and Economic History of North America,
Multiculturalism and English Language Literature. Apparently you have to
choose two of these in order to complete ymachelor degree. Well, let's take
a look at what would be, potentially, maybe, in store for you. If you decide to
go this route of course.

The Social and Economic History option is something that wasn't there when |
was studying American Studies (I gteded last year), however, | did follow
three of the courses and can recommend it. The 'Who built America' courses
really give you an in depth look at American history, which was something
which always interested me. Of course the 1960s were an inter@sting

filled with hippies, Woodstock, assassinations and all kinds of upheaval. The
American City is a subject that is near to my heart, mainly because professor
Geurts told me at my Master graduation ceremony that he would be borrowing
from my thesis fothis course. You all should realize that means that this is a
can't miss proposition.

Now, the Multiculturalism minor is completely foreign to me. However, it
sounds like something people interested in cultural studies should choose.
Keep in mind there arcultural studies related courses for you to choose in the
Masters, you could use this as a stepping stone or to dip your toe in the
water... which ever cliché you prefer. Although, it would be nice to have an
intelligent rebuttal ready when someone geesUS on TV and claims that
THAT is typically American. You could fight the good fight!

Finally, there is English Language Literature to consider. It appears to be
filled with English literature for the most part. | suppose they are saving the
big guns br the Master. Makes sense because American literature is awfully
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special. Well, it is geared toward people who are in to old and somewhat more
contemporary novels, stories and poetry. Admittedly not my cup of tea, but it
is there if you want it.

So thergyou have it, of course this is excluding the one minor of 20 ECTS you
can follow that is made up of courses outside of the normal curriculum and
what is offered by American Studies. Also, this is where the choosing actually
gets interesting. You actualhave 20 ECTS of freedom. Now, there are

minors on tap that are offered by different studies such as political science,
business communication, history and others. These are usually open to you,
but if you aren't sure, ask! Another good idea is to talkhercstudents that

you know as they can help you, but also older American Studies students.
That's is the way my classmates and | learned about CICAM, which offers
courses in conflict management. It teaches you about terror, the Caucasus and
more. Just rdie that electives are exactly that, they are free for you to
choose. Unless you are told otherwise you can basically pick anything you
want.

And there you really have it. Keep in mind that you should choose what YOU
want to do and not what your friendse doing. Also, thinking about your

future Master(s) is not a bad idea. Most importantly, though, is finding out
what is allowed and what not. You never know, something interesting might
be found if you dare to ask.

Extracurriculars 1 Julie

By Marieke an Eijk

March 4" 8.20 PM Bedroom

Yo. Short note: Advisorlady called Translationboss about my horrendous
treatment there (I maaay have exaggerated the events to her a little), and in
return, bossman made me an o fatched |
the Godfathex. get to freelance until semester is over. The material will be
fairly random and pathetic (basical
reci pes, with maybe a childrenés bo
whatever, no more gainto a freaking office and copying, or putting up with
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whatshisface. Which takes one asshole out of my life. Now if only Toby
would.. I dunno die or move or something.

Anyway, Delta Kappi Phi (or some such) is throwing a party toriigheme
Western, sd have to find my boots and probably bring a horse with or
somethingé ttyl etc.

March 8" 13.03 Bedroom

God what a night. Yihaa and such.
17.38

Just remembered: talked to Jeiireditor or otherwise influential person of

our the Lincoln College Repoi last night; not sure if she actually talked me

into organizing an open stage night (poems, songs, readings, that kind of
thing) for the Arts faculty or no. Maybe | dreamed it? | should probably
check, since | 6m al most tiesareadotrmoneat w
my thing than.. | dunno, educational events. Case in point, | totally educated
Kat (Delta Phi Kappaor some suchQueen B) on how to make the themed
party more themed and less skasksittingaroundin-shortskirtsasusual.

For exanple, a mechanical bull would have been nice. Maybe some cactuses,
tumbl eweedsé at | east they could ha
a piece of cardboardé | mean, do yo
are? Anyway, should call Jenna. Willlcienna. Now.

17.43

Fuck.

18.59 At Aliceobs

- Set date

- Find venue (the Patriot? Campus bar? Book sippized microphones)
- Get participantgy signup sheet/ promotio, facebook

A Also, print shop? Alec for discount?
- More posters

" You may fill in any number fblanks after that B.
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- Special gust?
- Schedule of evening

Jesus.
March 12th Library 14.25

Aaaah, just ran into Jenna and she asked how work was going on the OSN an(
| seriously had absolutely nothing
Alice had me make (why does she alwalk tme out of things | want to do

and into things I dondét want to do?
it? Fuck.
Oh and so it needs to be on Marcfi'Ble c au s e , | dunno, s |
14.28

Huh. So one Delilah has just offered to help me€ Was sitting across from

me and overheard Jenna and me, so apparently she first went to stalk Jenna
and then came back to talk to meé.

i nnocent and obedient so weoll go w

March 18 21.43 Party

[pastedirom cell]

Good news are having afteraprty afte OSN atz DKP or whatevs.. Jennaa
totally in to it, QB is such a brilliant bithc.

March 19th 10.15 Bed

I have got to stop texting while dr
hand, if I followuponKa 6 s of fer this could tot e
house and everything, they have sound equipment and everything!

Also, it appears the talk Alice gave me before the party yesterday made me
really dutiful.. my inbox is full with people asking for neoinfo about this

OSN | kept talking about last night :P.

Anyway, it appears | have some serious communicating to do. Wish me luck!

16.27
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Location: check

Date: check

Promo: A little too late too make posters for that.. facebook and other stalker
media check

Participants: 8.. a little on the low side, but | have plenty of blackmail

material.

Posters etc: Checké | don6t know wh
worked? Jenna is designing the post

Oh, | shouldprobably give Delilah something to do, huh? Meh, she can
di stribute flyers or somethingé get

March 2%° 3.13 Bed

I really hate Toby. I f | was in any
much he sucks.

PS 11 poenoceploeré t wo more would be nice
PPS | may or may not have actually made out with Alec. Which would explain
the discounts.

March 27'2.12 Bed
Fucking writing one anyway.

March 28 15.00 Square
Dear Delilah,

Sarcasm. | tdés humor for smart peopl
Sincerely,
Not actually performing a poem at the OSN.

March 29 16. 30 At Printeros

Oh God she put both our names on th

18.52
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I know this is karma for me not being a good person, and certainly not to other
people, but dear Godgally? Did she really not understand that | was joking
when | sai d that fiyeah, we shoul d t
can he be miffed that | didnoét <call
Seriously, just reprint the freaking postersforfseee d t hen we 61 |

23.11
I |l ove Alice. Shedés amazing, even t

my drink to calm me down :P. Anyway, she thinks the shit | wrote about
Toby is totally performable and maybe even cathartic (I love college, we get

to use words | i ke this without anyon
much better than Delilah so thatoll
be fiiiiiiineé

March 31" 4.51 Bed

oOMG | donot have an MC.

April 1%2.00

Fckuing no poblem, OSNag amazngi and | rocked the hosue (lots of
brokenehearte chcks there?). | should do this moore oftne.

10.30

| am never doing that again.
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Extracurricular Activities
The US and The Netherlands Compared.

By Jet Hoek

For anyone who has ever seen a An@ar teenage movie or TV series, the
concept of extracurricular activities will undoubtedly sound familiar. High
school students go crazy over volunteering, school participation, sports, and
everything related. It will make their average Dutch peers &hkr useless.
However, this feeling seems kind of misplaced considering that the drive for
Americans to engage in extracurricular activities is mainly caused by future
university applications.

For admission to Dutch universities there is generally litttee needed than a
high school diploma. In the US, on the other hand, extracurricular activities
could get you into schools you would never be admitted to on the basis of your
grades (three pages of extracurricular activities can for instance get someone
into UC Berkeley, without them knowing that a passport is required to travel
to Mexico, with the result of being stranded at the airport). The reason for
universities to emphasize extracurricular activities is the idea that the type and
amount of activitie undertaken i s (1 deally)
identity. Additionally, they are supposed to make a person grow academically,
but most importantly personally. Above all, extracurricular activities can make
a person stand out from the crowd of all gga& applicants.

In the Netherlands, the need to partake in things equivalent to what Americans
call 6extracurricular activitieso i
usually driven by personal interest, or, quite plainly, fun. After allpgsdnot
really affect the application process for universities, and the people that are
supposed to hire you later in life generally do not pay attention to these things.
More important in the Netherlands are parttime jobs. The purpose, or effect, of
having a job is largely similar to partaking in extracurricular activities: it
makes a person grow both intellectually and personally. Also, it will provide
you with some work experience, however irrelevant to your future job.

The question then is: how do tleetsvo systems correspond? The distinction is
most evident and crucial when Dutch students want to apply to American
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universities. When asked to write a resume, the text under the header
6extracurricular activitiesohewmiaflel I
three aspects that can help with this problem, or three things you can tell
yourself in order to prevent a total frealt. First of all, the majority of Dutch
student will be more active in university than in high school when it comes to
extracuricular activities. When applying at an American university during or
after your Dutch university degree, these activities will certainly be taken into
account. Most recent events or accomplishments are generally considerec
more important than what you did high school. Furthermore, there are more
aspects to an application than extracurricular activities, however important
they might be by American standards. Letters of recommendation, for
instance, can also bring you very far. Finally, remember thati¢igeee to
which Dutch people find high participation in extracurricular activities by
American students intimidating, Americans will be equally impressed by
Dutch students working parttime jobs in addition to their education. What is
the norm in one countrcan be extraordinary in anothénd vice versa.

Back from California

By Marieke van Eijk

When you read this, chances are 'y
skulking in the library, walking around campus, ijorand | admit this is
likeliest 7 drinking a |1 ong | onged for Jol |y

Absolute Zero. However, as | write this, | am still very much in the United
States, though | admit | am somewhat further off from Berkeley and its
environs than | have been, the past five months.€lguite exact, | am sitting

on a hotel bed in Boston, preparing for the last night here and the train to New
York tomorrow. Let me give you a moment while you subdue your jealousy.

Of course, thispot e mester trip doesndt meimal |
Berkeley (though it 8s pretty awes .
not quite ready to summarize my timn
to that anyway. So excuse my probable sentimentalism and sensationalism; |
still canéogdottddethis.eve | eve
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Fresh as | am off writing my erof-the-semester research paper (15 to 20
pages, joy of joys), my current perceptions of Berkeley workload are a bit
skewed. However, most of the semester was relatively relaxed for me
(especiallycompate t o t hat of the o6real d st U
cour s e, the only other cour se | t oc
for a course run by students on subjects that interest them (Naturally, | took
one on fairy tales and Disney, because 6 s vaguely connec!H
and because, well: fairytales. Disney.). The graduate course, American
Literature from 1855 to 1900, mainly required a lot of reading, something |
happen to be rather good at. The only challenge (and this was adblenid
one, make no mistake) was finding the time and especially quiet to read: the
International House at Berkeleys one of those places where things are
al ways happening and people are al
unfortunate people who never sago to what could be an adventure, or at
least a good story to tell :P. Needless to say, | often abandoned my book to
more interesting (or at least more social) ventures in and around
IHouse/Berkeley.

The fact that | applied and was hired as a Proggm Coordinator for the

| House Program Office sure didnot
study time. Arguably, being a Program Coordinator was as educative as being
a Berkeley student (visiting schol a
of it, as it gained me a lot of perks and friends (with more perks, like their own
kitchen <3). However, the fact that my boss could do one of the best puppy
eye imitations | 6ve ever seen has
plenty of times; my problemwith saying no where taken perfect advantage of
whenever she needed me to help out with an activity/meeting/discussion :P.

In the end though, considering evel
trips we took and the sights we saw, but considertthato ) , Il dm pr
got the most out of Berkeley. | will miss the UC Berkeley libraries and the
swi mming pools, stopping by my O&éhou

and the quirky hippie atmosphere of
ever eperienced any of it.

" For the forgetful ones among us: tfai 6 KSNB L oFyR WSGs o8&
my time in Berkeley.



Writing a Thesis

By Jessy van de Walle

In the Netherlands, the dominant accent of English for teachers is British
English (RP). Not only are most teachers educated in the British accent, unles:s
they have specifically chosen an Arican accent (GA), but in high school the
text books and other course material are mostly from a British English
standpoint. It has been like this ever since the United Kingdom, having the
world power as she did, started to supply teaching materials\joc@untry
which had a political tie or a tie of any other nature (van der Haagen 2).
However, because of the many American cultural influences on, for example,
TV in todaybs society, the America
influence on students itheir lives outside of school. During high school,
students are still corrected in their pronunciation, although pronunciation has
become a smaller part of the curriculum, but when students speak English
during their time at a university, there will prdiha not be a professor who
corrects a studentds American accen
The accents are not monitored as much as they are in high school. This will of
course not be the case for uschodemer i
to speak American.

With this picture drawn up, there are certain assumptions which | made. It
might be expected, with the big influence of RP trained teachers and an
American influence just as big, high school students will tend to have an
accent viich will closely relate to RP as well as show similarities with GA.
When the teacher is no longer in the picture and the American influence
becomes the main accent of Engli sh
student sd& accenA, srpevhapslaltodgether GA. Dhis enight t ¢
not be the case with all students, because the accent a student has might &
different between a student who watches TV six hours a day and a student
who hardly watches any TV at all. The same might be said forderstuvho
spends sever al hour s a day pl ayin
(MPORP) games with English peers and a student who does not.

Because of all the above, | decided to start my own research as part of my
Bachelor thesis. Instead of pushing elyto read numerous books, which |
already have to do on a weekly basis for other Bachelor courses, | came ug
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with a way to make it more interesting for both myself and perhaps my future
readers. Knowing myself, | had already predicted me giving up érevio

write a thesis the old fashioned way; this would be the ideal personal twist to
it.

In order to find out whether my assumptions are correct and if it is really the
case that students tend to move towards a GA accent | decided on testing twe
groupsof students. One group would contain only VWO 5 students, the other
group would contain university students of different studies and different ages.
The only restrictions for the university students would have to be that they
should have followed VWO in gh school, in order for it to parallel a VWO 5
student, but they would also not be allowed to be students of either English
Language and Culture or American Studies. All students will read the
i nfamous text AKi ng of the rdBomkeys 0,
differences between RP and GA.

At the time of writing this, | have only completed the VW@eSt subjects.

The university students have proven to be a more difficult group to test.
Unfortunately, when choosing to conduct your own researchdim away, it

is one of the side effects. In order to test around 16 students | will have to
make appointments with each one of them individually and this has proven to
be a chall enge, because 1 6m juggl:i
courses, workand, preferably, a social life. A research, such as mine, is a
different and creative way of researching, but you should definitely consider
your schedule when making this decision. Whether | manage to pull this off
time wise, or whether it might havedrea better idea to just stick to books,
remains to be seen. For now | &d&m exc
correct in assuming GA dominates Amonitored students?
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Study Trip

By Jelmer van Rijt

Since | visited t hudUnvé&steim20@3 avpdaie Harts t
Bak gave a wonderful and enthusiastic speech on what American Studies is al
about, | was persuaded to go study American Studies. In his speech, Bak mad
clear that American Studies is not only about reading Americaatliter and

| earning about its culture through
Study Trip) would give students the opportunity to actually get in touch with
American culture. It is not because of the Study Trip | decided to study
American Studiedyut it was certainly a big plus.

Joining the Study Trip is definitely a must for all Americanists who have
never been to the States before. And for those of you who have already visitec
the U.S., thédmerican Studietrip is still worthwhile, because i a great and
enjoyable learning experience.

In November 2008, the Study Trip to Washington D.C. was announced. Some
people volunteered to join the Study Trip Committee in order to help Jac
Geurts and Ingrid Verhey with planning which activities shdmédon the
agenda, making arrangements with transportation companies in the U.S., anc
more. In December 2008, the Study Trip Committee consisted of six girls and
only one man, so they asked for another male volunteer. Since | wanted to do
something aside &m studying, but still something studglated, | decided to

be that other male student to complete the Study Trip Committee.

Being part of the Study Trip Committee meant that | had to go to meetings for
the first time in my life. Not that it was that bigf a deal, but still an
interesting opportunity to get the hang of expressing my view on certain
aspects of the Study Trip and being
| became in charge of contacting a bus rental company, who could drive us
from the airport to our hostel and take us from the hostel to different tourist
attractions in and around D.C. Quite an important task to fulfill, if | may say
so myself. Furthermore, as a committeember | was going to be the man in
charge during a full day iD.C. This task basically meant that | had to make
sure that everyone stayed with the group when we, for instance, walked
through D.C or took the metro. It also meant that | had to make sure there
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would be an introduction of the (important) people we mat tlay, and to
make sure the studentsd presentatio

The Study Trip itself was, besides an enjoyable vacation, also a good way of
getting to know more about American society and culture (which was
originally the g@al of this trip). Moreover, visiting various statues and
memorials made American history really come alive.

And therefore it is regrettable that no Study Trip was held this academic year.
Fortunately, though, word on the street is that it looks likeuaySTrip will

take place this calendar year, probably next fall. So, fingers crossed that this
tradition of exploring American culture will continue. For those of you who
will participate in the Study Trip Committee, it is a great way of experiencing
someof the responsibilities of organizing a Study Trip. And for all of you
joining the next Study Trip, | wish you lots and lots of fun!
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USA Spring Break Party 2803-2011

By Anneloes Verhulst

We wanted to bring the sunny weather to Nijmegen a lititéy ghis year, so

we hosted a Spring Break party in March at the Absolute Zero. This awesome
USA party was not only for our beloved members, but also for the members of
SVN, DVN, GAG, and Sodalicium Noviomagum. We wanted them to get a
little insight in American Culture. And that we did! People wore boardshorts
(someone even cut his jeans off to
the great American flag, and our own DJ Thom Brinkman waga house
Everyone had a lot of fun! We showed the others to party American
style!

ALV and Laser Quest 1904-2010

By Anneloes Verhulst

On April 19 it was time for a USA ALV (Algemene Leden Vergadering). We
wanted to show our members what we have done in the last six months anc
what we have accomplished. Timake this evening even more fun we decide

to go laser questing and mystic golfing afterwards. Some people showed us
their laser questing skills; others were just there for socializing. Either way,
we want to thank the members who were there for their idprnhg the
meeting and for the fun times we had afterwards!
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Movie Night and Cocktail Workshop 16052011

By Anneloes Verhulst

To make the new Movie Night different from the previous ones, we decided to
host a cocktail workshop before watching the mo@ocktail. This all took
place in the Absolute Zero, where Andrew Hickson showed 4 groups how to
make different cocktails. The Cosmopolitan was clearly the most popular with
two groups, but there were plenty of people who wanted to make either the
Jolly Roger or the Whiskey Sour. After everyone made their own cocktail we
started the movie Cocktail. This 1988 classic was not a favourite for everyone,
so we decided to end the movie early and turn this night into a little party. We
want to thank everyone féaeing there and for the great reactions!
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