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We Need a Resolution 
 
Happy New Year to all of you!  

I know, I know, 2011 is 2 months old 

already but we from Take5 have not yet 

had the chance to wish you all the best 

for the New Year, I mean this year, 2011 

to be clear. Wow, only one year to go 

before the world will come to its end, 

exciting isnôt it?! This year we will 

definitely need to watch our exhaust 

fumes, separate our garbage, eat organic 

food, and build a gigantic shield around 

the earth to protect us against any 

incoming comet. Either that, or find 

Bruce Willis or Will Smith willing to 

sacrifice himself once more. Otherwise, I 

wonôt be able to write another happy 

New Year editorial next year. So many 

plans, so little time; better start working 

on my New Yearôs resolutions.  

 

Our own university researched the matter 

of New Yearôs resolutions last year. 

They found that half of the 2200 

participants made New Yearôs 

resolutions and that they were similar 

resolutions to the year before. The 

researchers also stated that new 

resolutions were more likely to succeed 

than recurring ones.  

 

Another study suggests that half of the 

respondents were relatively satisfied with 

the way they carried out their last yearôs 

New Yearôs resolutions. In other words, 

thereôs hope for all of us! 

However, yet another study (wow, this 

topic has been studied a lot)  suggests 

that more than three quarters of the 

Dutch population has had it with New 

Yearôs resolutions and will stop making 

them.  

 

All studies agree on one thing: most 

people donôt appreciate to be kissed a 

happy New Year when they return to 

work after the holiday break. So, in order 

to avoid an awkward moment and screw 

up the year before it has even properly 

begun, just remember: a simple 

handshake will do!  

 

Els has also studied New Yearôs 

resolutions and will tell us all about the 

origins of them in her article. She 

informs us that it is all based on the two-

faced god Janus, who did not only reflect 

on times past on December 31, but also 

looked forward into the future. We at 

Take5 do not need some ancient God to 

tell us whatôs going to happen; we have 

our own people to: Jet speculates about 

the impending death of the Romantic 

Comedy and Jelmer has some pretty 

interesting sport predictions for the 

upcoming (and ongoing) season. 

Moreover, he invites us all to discuss the 

predictions and outcome on the USA 

discussion board website.  

 

Many of us are facing a pretty stressful 

year -going abroad or writing our 

Bachelor or Master thesis-  but our 

writers have done everything they can to 

lighten the burden. Selina will help to 

reduce the stress of studying abroad by 

giving some helpful tips on how to 

prepare, she also gives none other than 

Sarah Palin tips on how not to behave 

next year, Martine has been so kind to 

give us nine reasons to survive 2011, and 

Marieke has provided us with a funny 

start of the year by granting us a peek 

into the life of a girl named Julie.  
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Just like Janus, though, we are not solely 

about looking ahead. Anneloes reminds 

us of the fun times we had (or missed) in 

2010 with USA. Luckily, if you missed 

some of these activities there are many 

more planned for the upcoming year so 

be sure to check the USA calendar! Also 

make sure to check out some of the great 

websites Marieke mentions on the list 

she compiled for us.  

 

A new item we have added last year and 

are going to continue this year is the 

interview with one of the staff members 

of our American Studies department. 

Last year we had an interesting 

conversation with Joep Hermans and this 

time Anne and I met up with Mathilda 

Roza. 

 

With that said, there is enough to enjoy, 

read, and discover in this Fabulous 

February issue of Take5, so I will not 

keep you any longer. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catuja Buruma 

Editor Take5Magazine 
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Whatôs going on in USA? 
 
Dear Americanists, 

 

Let me begin by saying that we hope you had a wonderful Christmas time, a great 

New Years, and that you all survived the (without a doubt stressful) exam period. New 

years and new beginnings come with all kinds of resolutions: drink less and study 

more, pass exams, develop a superpower which enables you to make all the snow 

melt, etc. etc.; I am sure you all know the drill. 

 

We, as the board of USA Nijmegen, sat down together and discussed what we want to 

achieve in this new year: ñpersonallyò (drink less and study more, pass exams, 

develop a superpower which enables us to make all the snow melt) and 

ñprofessionallyò. Professionally it comes down to the fact that we want to make sure 

that we make this year as awesome as we can for you: events and activities are all 

planned out and we hope to see you at many of them! In this magazine you will find a 

preliminary list of activities we have planned for you up until April. Please do note 

that this agenda is subject to change: more activities may be added! So keep a weather 

eye on the horizon (i.e. our website, bi-weekly and Facebook) in order to stay up to 

date! 

 

Also remember that if you have any questions (concerning USA Nijmegen, its 

activities, or the board) you can either e-mail us at any time 

(usanijmegen@gmail.com) or hop into E4.24 on Tuesdays between 12:30 and 13:45! 

 

 

Cheers, 

 

Hannah Odenthal 

Chairwoman USA Nijmegen 
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Thanksgiving 
By Anneloes Verhulst 

 

 

On the 25
th
 of November many American Studies students defied the cold outside to 

get to the Gelagkamer at the Waalkade for the annual Thanksgiving dinner. Prof. dr. 

Bak, famous for his speeches, thanked the Indians for helping the first settlers with 

their settling. After all our bellies were filled with thanksgiving food (turkey!) we 

went for a drink at the Absolute Zero where we continued our great night of joy. After 

all this I just want to say one thing: thanks everyone for being there and a special 

thanks to the professors. 

 

Gala 
By Anneloes Verhulst 

 

The annual gala of the Faculty of Arts was held this year on December 9. After a lot of 

preparations (dress shopping, haircuts etc.) the day was finally there. At around 9 pm 

the first people walked into the Kolpinghuis and it was a killer party from that moment 

on! People were dancing on the music that DJ Bart was playing and the snacks were 

well appreciated. The people from  

Campus in Beeld were amazed about the atmosphere at this gala. The party was so 

awesome that people didnôt want to leave, not even after the lights were turned on. I 

guess itôs a well known fact that students from the Faculty of Arts know how to throw 

a party, in full dress. J 

 

Movie Night 
By Anneloes Verhulst 

  
It was one dark night in January when many Americanists gathered together to attend 

one of the most successful USA Movie Nights so far. This time we were inspired by 

Quentin Tarantino, whom many see as the one of the best American directors. He does 

not only direct movies, but he also, as Thom told us before the movies started, writes 

and produces. 

Fully prepared with popcorn and other amazing snacks we started the first movie, 

which was Jackie Brown. We chose this one, because not many people saw it before. 

After that it was Reservoir Dogs time! Many consider this Tarantinoôs best movie and 

after this night even more people do. 

All in all, we had a blast and want to thank everyone who was there, because you were 

all part in making this night as awesome as it was! 
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