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Election Time! 
 

Elections are another way of saying in with the new, out with the old. 

Not only h ave many Democrats in the House of Representative been 

replaced by groggy Republicans, our American Studies department 

has also undergone some changes  (however these changes are not 

as negative) ; there is a new board, a new student adviser, and a 

new edito r... oh wait, thatôs me! After a fruitful year under Anneôs 

auspices, the editorship of T ake5 magazine has been handed over to 

me. Of course, Anne is still going to be greatly involved, as I am still 

a noob in this area. We both look forward to making some  positive 

changes in the content of the magazine, and in publishing it in print 

rather than just online.  

 

This November issue has a political theme because of the United 

States elections.  Vince offers us various views on Chinaôs expansion, 

Anneloes briefl y considers Obamaôs accomplishments so far, and 

Marieke will inform us about the Tea Party. The film reviewed for 

this issue is Casino Jack and the United States of Money , which I 

thoroughly enjoyed, and Marti ne gives her opinion on  recent politics 

in her column. Of course politics are not everything , so Natchai has 

given us one of his poems to enjoy and Hannah´s articles on  the  

lase r tag outing and the visit to the American Consulate are a 

humorous account of the activities organized by USA . We kick off 

th is new issue with an interview with our new student adviser Joep 

Hermans.  

 

There is, in other words, enough to read so enjoy this new issue!  

 

Catuja Buruma  

Editor Take5Magazine  
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7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎ 53!ȩ      
 

 

 

 

Dear Americanists,  

 

 

 

Four score and seven days ago (and then some 280 more), 

we started our term as the 7th board of USA Nijmegen. Our 

goal was simple: to make the USA student association more 

well-known. We wanted to organize more activities, get more 

members, and ï letôs be frank ï basically become a lot more 

popular than we were at the time. 

 

As all new boards, we had the best intentions and the biggest 

dreams. Some of these we fulfilled (higher membership), some of 

these we had to let pass (more formal activities). A lot of behind -

the -scenes work had to be done before we could get on with the 

more public side of things. This is perhaps one of the reasons why 

we had trouble increasing our ómarket shareô of American Studies 

students at first. Notwithstanding our clever ideas and activities,  we 

remained obscure for longer than we had wished ï at times, this 

was a frustrating assessment.  

 

Nevertheless, looking back at the end of our term, I think it is safe 

to say we eventually achieved what we were going for. Especially 

since this yearôs Int roductie , there has been a distinct upward trend 

(for which we can only thank our mentors, for indoctrinating their 

kids so well).  Our membership has tripled, and continues to grow 

steadily. Activities like laserquest, consulate trips and pumpkin 

carving ( as well as several activities held together with G.A.G.) were 

a great success, and USA Nijmegen is becoming a household name 

in American Studies at last ï or once again, if you will.  

 

We are thrilled with all these developments, and that is why it is 

with deep, deep regret that we say goodbye to you all. There is so 

much more to be done, to be planned, to be improved, to be 
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enjoyed! However, we are confident that our new board will 

continue our work with gusto, and take USA Nijmegen to new 

heights of awesom eness.  

 

I know everyone says this about everything, and that is possibly the 

mother of all clichés, but guys, really: we could not have done it 

without you. So thank you for your support, much luck to our next 

board, and see you at the next activity!  

 

 

 

Cheers,  

 

Marieke van Eijk,  

USA Nijmegen  
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Interview with Joep Hermans  
By Anne Cunningham and Catuja Buruma  

  

We have only ever met him once and are 

contemplating whether we will recognize 

him or not, when a tall man, with a long dark 

coat and a cigarette in his hand approaches 

the Culture cafe. Mr. Hermans confidently 

strides towards us and we realize that our 

first meeting with our new study advisor a 

couple of months ago was enough to make 

an impression not to forget.  

 

He strolls into the C ulture cafe and when he recognizes us a big grin 

changes his expression from a stern and serious man into a 

mischievous boy. Once we sorted out what we wanted to drink we 

settled down to start the interview. Mr. Hermans admits this is his 

first interview a s student adviser. No, he does not mind if we tape it. 

When he starts talking about his four daughters and wife ïafter 

being together for 13 years they officially tied the knot three weeks 

agoï his eyes begin to sparkle with pride. Joep, yes we are on firs t 

name basis now, and his family live in Arnhem but he will always be 

a ñNimmoò as he also studied in this awesome city at this awesome 

university.  

 

His pride of the city Nijmegen quickly reveals that after graduating 

with a major in history, he worked as a tutor for the youth division 

of NEC. Joep shows that becoming a teacher is a natural step in the 

life of a history grad. He worked as freelancer at Saxion and 

strangely enough as a psychology teacher at HBO Nederland. He 

still teaches at the Archief. Mor eover, Joep used to be a thesis -  and 

student adviser. This is how he ended up here at the Radboud; he 

always liked college life and he is experienced in counseling 

students.  

 

The Radboud is a good place to work, he confirms. Joep, a self -

proclaimed Anglop hile, rediscovered his love for English literature 

when he started working here. He graduated in medieval history 
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and read books like Beowulf which came in handy when he started 

working in the English department. He also likes the people he 

works with. Thr ough his contact with other study advisors Joep has 

realized that this department knows relatively no conflict between 

students and professors: there is a mutual trust between the two 

groups. According to Joep this is because we share a common 

interest in reading stories; this is what binds us and the reason for 

most of our department (students and staff) to get along. 

Additionally, Joep loves college life. However, he sees a paradox in 

this; on the one hand college is the best thing there is, but on the 

ot her hand students are going through their most vulnerable 

moments in life during these tough college years.  

 

Joep sees himself as having been an average student himself. 

Spending three nights a week, or more, in the local bar, his grades 

were not of geniu sô level but they were not bad either. He did, 

however, have a hard time writing his thesis, so he recognizes some 

of the problems students have with this. Looking back, he would 

have liked to have been advised to quit his PABO earlier than he did, 

because  he feels that it was a waste of time. After quitting, he 

worked for a while. This is when he noticed the ñdiploma inflationò in 

Nijmegen: ñyou donôt have a PhD? Well start washing dishesò This 

worked as a great motivational device when he started his Hist ory 

studies, because his dream was not to be a dishwasher for the rest 

of his life. So his advice to us: when in doubt, quit studying and 

start working. He calls our attention to a new agreement: ñpeople 

who are in the English or American studies program s hould take a 

break and go work abroad, now with the new February accord. é If 

you quit in March, you can get the tuition for the remainder of the 

year back, so for example you can quit for four months and go work 

in the United States.ò 

 

So what is it he ac tually does then? Joep has three major tasks to 

fulfill: he advises students and upcoming students, for instance 

about the master phase or giving talks in high schools about the 

English and American studies program; he helps students with a 

variety of prob lems, sometimes he refers students to others while 

other times he can help them himself, the issue is not to take on the 

function of psychologist; and he makes sure the rules are accurate, 

the prospectus, studentsô charter and so on need to be in 

accordanc e to the judicial rules.  The most important aspect of the 
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latter of his tasks is that although mistakes of course happen, 

everything must be fair for everyone. ñI have no powerò Joep admits, 

but he merely offers advice, whether people want to hear it or n ot. 

What people do with that advice is up to them.  

 

After talking for over an hour, Joep decides it is time for a cigarette 

break. During this break he ponders over the question we asked him 

just minutes before. Why he is the right person for the job? A 

difficult question for him at first, because he believes it is up to 

others to judge that. He is, however, able to come up with a number 

of reasons as to why he believes he is fit for counseling. He has 

previous experience in guiding and counseling students , and he has 

the right age for the job; experience comes with age and he 

believes you need to be a certain age to be old enough to do this 

job properly. Additionally, he is more than familiar with educational 

institutions; therefore he immediately spots wh at needs to be done, 

the possibilities, and the impossibilities. Moreover, he saw the rise 

of new types of disorders that were formerly unacknowledged, such 

as ADD and dyslexia, while working in higher education. Joep thinks 

it is a positive fact that thes e disorders are now recognized and can 

be dealt with because he firmly believes that a person with severe 

dyslexia can still become a great heart surgeon. This also holds for 

students of the faculty of Arts, Joep quips ñlinguistics, for instance, 

you can b e as dyslectic as a door but no one else understands what 

is said either.ò Another reason as to why Joep enjoys his role as 

student adviser is that he loves people, especially people in our age 

group. He also does not mind being wrong or making mistakes, 

which he deems necessary in his line of work. ñI love it when I say 

to a student that he is not going to make it and might as well quit 

that he does not quit and proves what he is worth.ò This line of 

reasoning also shows another quality of our counselor: h e can be 

bluntly honest but he adjusts his tone to the person to whom he is 

speaking. More important than being honest, he believes, is offering 

different scenarios. Students must make their own choices; he just 

offers different options and his opinion to them.  

 

These options depend on the student; he assures us that there is no 

such thing as a ñmodelò or ñstandardò student. Writing the bachelor 

and master thesis, however, is a known stumbling block for many 

students. His advice? Think of things you are ge nuinely interested in; 

after writing for three months nothing is truly fascinating anymore 
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so what is left is your initial curiosity. That is very important. He 

himself still toys with the idea of writing a thesis about his favorite 

book genre: 1960s sci - fi novels.  

 

Overall, our new study adviser is a frank and also humorous man, 

interested in Battlestar Galactica, Frank Herbert , and Jack Vance as 

well as in classic writers as Jerzy Kosinski and  Michail Boelgakov , 

which makes for an interesting mixture. He knows college life and 

enjoys working in that environment and talking about it. After he 

has bestowed his wisdom upon us, there is one piece of free advice 

left: First comes life, then study. And on that note we go our 

separate ways.  
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China's Monroe Doctrine 
Part of a series on challenges to US primacy, by Vince A.M. Klösters  

 

Praise is due to all who, if not superior to human nature as to refuse 

dominion, yet respect justice more than their position compels them 

to do.  

 

Thucydides, The Pel oponnesian Wars , 431 B.C.E.  

 

If not in the interests of the state, do not act. If you cannot succeed, 

do not use troops. If you are not in danger, do not fight.  

 

Sun Tzu,  The Art of War , ~500 B.C.E.  

 

 Over the coming decades, the US and China will inevita bly 

face more and more competition and conflict. As China grows to 

match its military prowess and political clout to the economic 

importance it already has, clashes will inevitably ensue between the 

two major powers. Competition will be fierce, but violent  conflict 

must be avoided. This brief consideration will inform you about the 

various views on China's expansion and my own "imho" - ish 

suggestion for a future course of action.  

  

We all know that there is a lot of fuss about China's rise and 

the threat it  poses to the US, and especially the US position in the 

world. Most political realists see conflict --  or, at least, a shift in 

balance of power --  as inevitable. 1 The various branches of realism 

have different things to say about how the US should act, ho wever. 

China is asserting itself in its own region, and according to offensive 

realists, it would do well to garner as much power in order to attain 

regional hegemony, thereby effectively forcing the US out. Classical 

realists would state that acquiring to o much power is unwise, as it 

provokes other states into balancing against you as the most 

threatening one. Defensive realists would state that China will 

expand only so much as to guarantee its own survival, never 

striving to attain hegemony. However, it will still impair US 

preponderance, thereby possibly undermining the peace between 

                                                 
1
 Political realism effectively means viewing the world as consisting of states acting 

out of self-interest, trying to ensure their own security and doing this by exercising 

power and/or influence. Other considerations are secondary. 
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states we now enjoy (see Robert Kagan's semi -Manichean view in 

The Return of History and the End of Dreams ).  

  

These viewpoints provide valuable insights into what this 

"ris e of China" actually means for the US. It could simply accept 

China's regional superiority by exercising  Morgenthau's prudence  in 

foreign policy. However, offensive realists could say that the time to 

strike is now, especially because of the fact that Chin a is developing 

weaponry capable of striking US carriers from a thousand miles out. 

Nevertheless, even most offensive realists would argue against 

violence, as geography impedes effective military action. A Cold 

War -style containment would be more in line with their 

recommendations. In contrast to this, defensive realists would 

emphasise the fact that China would not benefit by achieving 

hegemony and that military action is self -defeating due to it 

adhering to the current status -quo.  

  

Thinking outside the se boxes and in terms of less rigid 

realms would yield a constructive solution: to actively attempt to 

stall China's rise as long as it is in the US interest without provoking 

conflict. Getting idealistic about cooperation and concord is not 

constructive a s China is well - known for following its own path. 

Strengthening ties with a (democratic) India, using military support 

as leverage with Pakistan and remaining dedicated to Taiwan and 

Japan will reinforce US credibility. Multilateral input and, eventually, 

bilateral talks as China rises to become a 21st -century version of a 

superpower are also crucial, however. This may sound contradictory, 

but the dynamics of shifting power distributions are essential in 

determining policies towards any state in my view. Th e US knows 

that China's power is growing and will thus adapt its policies for the 

future accordingly.  

  

The primary question to raise seems to be: Is it a bad thing 

that, in the long run, China will be tending its own backyard? A 

staunch supporter of curre nt US interests would certainly answer a 

clear "yes." However, what has been made clear throughout history 

is that empires at the height of their power must avoid "imperial 

overstretch." 2 We have already seen that outside interference will 

                                                 
2
 See the comparison between Athens as depicted in Thucydides' Peloponnesian Wars 

and the present-day US 
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not coerce local  populations and that utilising force without 

legitimacy severely undermines a state's power base, both 

domestically and internationally. As China outgrows US capacities to 

contain it and power shifts to other poles in the international system, 

it must be allowed the responsibility to take care of its own 

backyard. It may not be in line with Wilsonian idealism, but this 

idealism has also too often been abused to justify conflict. Once 

China has attained a certain level of power and freedom of action, 

interf erence in its near abroad is not advisable. The US learned to 

cooperate fairly with its hemispheric partners only after two 

centuries of interventions, coups and proxy conflicts; let us hope 

that China, with US advice, will not need as much time.  

 
Revised  version for Take5 November issue  
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Tea Time? We sure hope not. 
By Marieke van Eijk  

 

As good American Studies students, you all know the tea partyé 

Right? Happened in Boston, involved tea and men dressed up as 

Indians (poorly), was some kind of big stateme nt against Great 

Britain and totally started the War of Independence. Right 3. 

However, these days there is another kind of tea party going around. 

Namely, ótheô Tea Party: a political party referring back to the 

Boston event almost two hundred and forty ye ars ago. Granted, the 

name is clever. Some might even call it fitting: the aim of the Tea 

Party (or rather of the tea parties: there are several units that make 

up the whole) is to fight big government and its interference in the 

lives of its citizens. Arg uably, this is the same thing that the 

colonists were fighting against when they tossed the tea overboard.  

 

The difference is, that while those colonists had slogans like 

ñno taxation without representation,ò the Tea Party activists of 

today are  more conc erned with telling that Obama is a socialist. Or, 

you know, Hitler 4. Their viewpoints are just as radical as those of 

the original party goers a few hundred years ago, just as 

ógrassroots,ô and they could turn out to be just as influential. 

Whether for the  better or the worse, only time ï and the midterm 

elections ï will tell.  

 

The Tea Party movement has been around since 2005, 

according to Wikipedia 5, but it started gaining real weight and speed 

ï see Newtonôs laws of movement ï in 2009, just after Obama  was 

elected  and started to bring about some big changes. The bailout of 

the banks, for one, and later federal healthcare. The combination of 

Obamaôs óradicalô politics combined with the budget deficit created 

by George W. Bush turned out to be the perfect breeding ground for 

a party that sees itself not so much as a party, but as a 

                                                 
3
 I may have oversimplified things a little, but that is merely because it is not the point 

of the article.  
4
 http://uslibertyjournal.blogspot.com/2009/08/whos-hiding-behind-obama-is-hitler-

sign.html Yeah, Iôm not making this stuff up. 
5
 I know, this isnôt very scientific, but once again, this is not the point. 

http://uslibertyjournal.blogspot.com/2009/08/whos-hiding-behind-obama-is-hitler-sign.html
http://uslibertyjournal.blogspot.com/2009/08/whos-hiding-behind-obama-is-hitler-sign.html
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counterweight. When the Democratic Party as well as the Republican 

Party stopped making sense to people, they turned to the Tea Party 

ï with a vengeance 6.  

 

The Tea Partyôs main concern is twofold: that the 

government has gotten too big, and that it does not pay any 

attention to the average Joe on the street. In essence, the 

movement believes that the government is interfering too much in 

their citizensô lives without listening to what they actually want. 

Beside those beliefs, there appears to be little sense of an 

overarching ideology within the movement. The several loose 

coalitions that make up the Tea Party ï some are national, some are 

statewide, some are conservative, some are  libertarian ï  tend to 

have little concrete values in common, save that of lowering the 

deficit and unemployment. It need not be explained that this is the 

kind of stance that no one is against. Largely though, the movement 

is right wing leaning, with fig ure heads like Sarah Palin and Glenn 

Beck. These names have more personal weight than political weight, 

but their conservative views mirror those of most of the Tea Party 

goers, who are overwhelmingly male, white, and a little bit older 

than the average Am erican. This according to a poll by USAToday.  

 

The image of the Tea Party as conservative has very mixed 

results: while it attracts the many Americans disillusioned or 

frightened by Obamaôs politics (unemployment is still up, and 

national healthcare sounds  scarily socialist if youôre used to ñself-

relianceò), it alienates young voters, says the Washington Post7. Its 

image of hicks, racists and bigots ï whether justified or not ï is not 

doing it any favors with the idealistic younger generation, and 

neither is its fear of government. With the óeliteô opting out as well, 

the movement is almost strictly populist. One could even compare it 

to the PVV, if one were so inclined, with similar results: a distrust of 

politics, a dislike of immigrants, and the notion t hat if a group of 

people is not doing well ï African -Americans for example ï it is at 

least partly their own fault. The biggest similarity is the fear both 

movements use: fear that is as irrational as it is powerful, judging 

by the growth of the Tea Party and its candidates. Because while 

                                                 
6
 http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/2010-07-01-tea-party_N.htm  

7
 http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2010/10/30/AR2010103001128.html 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/2010-07-01-tea-party_N.htm
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any disinterested outsider can understand the benefits of socialized 

healthcare (even if it is only partially socialized),  the necessity of 

bailouts, and the sheer amount of time it takes to get things done in 

government,  members of the Tea Party movements cannot, it 

appears. In any case, they seem unable or unwilling to understand.  

 

There are counter -movements  of sorts. Last Saturday (the 

30 th   of October), Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert held a rally to 

restore sanity 8 in Washington DC, which drew around 200,000 

people. This was more than Glenn Beckôs rally to restore honor a 

few weeks before that (he drew around 85,000 people). The rally to 

restore sanity was a call to all the reasonable people of America, the 

contempora ry ósilent majority,ô to join the fight against the ten to 

twenty percent of loudmouths taking over politics of the day.  It was 

an effort to show that not only the hardcore Tea Party -ers (and 

other kinds of activists) can hold rallies : average people can too. 

Still, with the midterm elections coming up, it is not looking good for 

the Democrats. Their rhetoric of hope ï so prevalent just two years 

ago ï has been replaced with a rhetoric of ñYouôre not going to give 

them the keys, are you?ò as Jon Stewart joked to President Obama. 

Republicans have only gotten more right -wing to retain the support 

of the now colossal Tea Party movement, and though this alienating 

the moderates, it is likely to win them many a seat, as a large 

number of Democrats is likely to b e bounced out of office by Tea 

Party candidates.  

 

Whether those candidates really have what it takes to make 

a change is not ï at the moment ï relevant to the voters: what is 

relevant is that the candidates seem to be listening to them. In a 

way, it is re volution kind of similar to  that in 2008 with Obamaôs 

following. Only now, the pendulum of progress (as we see it) 

appears to be swinging the other way. Whatever you think of the 

Tea Party movement, if it makes good on its promise and forces the 

Democrats out of their majority during midterm, itôs come a hell of a 

long way in a few years in a two -party system.  

                                                 
8
 (and/or fear, after Colberts ultra-republican persona) 
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I'm Not Happy He Took You Away, Ha-Haa!  
By Natchai Leenders  

 

One day, I ran enraged in my rubber room  

and remembered the dreadful day of my doom:  

"We were on our honeymoon trip in Disneyland  

and I was so happy; I even held her hand.  

Suddenly, there was Tarzan on the 6:20 vine  

and he easily took away my Valentine."  

Music of my madness comes from my marital metronome.  

It's in the music box you gave to  me in the happy home.  

 

"I'm not happy he took you away, ha -haa!  

You were so sad but inside you said "hoorah!"  

Now they're coming to take me away, ha -haa!  

After the lawsuit I lost, you screamed "booyah!"  

I guess that by losing you, I'm losing it.  

I laughed  at your jokes with oozing "wit".  

I moved to live in this pretty asylum.  

Come and visit; it's only a mile, uhm.  

 

My love for you is ingrained,  

told in cliché sayings so inane.  

You have me mentally sodomized  

and in a moment, I'll be lobotomized.  

I was the o ne who flew over the cuckoo's nest.  

I really thought you knew my boo boos best.  

I felt a spark again between you and me.  

Too bad, it's just the electroshock therapy."  

 

Thanks to my straitjacket, I can get a hug.  

Please orderlies, make those straps so snug.  

Unlike you, the nurses are nice, no doubt  

but these girls will never check me out.  

I don't watch the "normal" ones love or kiss  

'cause the doctor told me ignorance is bliss.  

I broke the rules and this may sound cheesy:  

The hardest game to play looks so ea sy on TV.  
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I'm the only Napoleon without his Josephine.  

Even the oldest patients said they've never seen  

a mad man without his wife, mistress or girl.  

Yet these nuts have seen a stampede of squirrels.  

Last week, I committed grand theft tricycle at 32.  

I s hould be brainwashed since my mind's dirty too.  

This voice in my head has become my new friend  

but this relationship also came to a tragic end.  

 

As you know, he was my alter ego  

and even he had to let me go.  

He told me it wasn't me but him.  

Sadly, it's ano ther truth so grim.  

Why aren't there any lucky charms  

I can harvest on this funny farm?  

Oh well, I'll go now and visit mister Six -Face 

and ask if he has a spare alter shego in his place.   
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Miss Martine 
Kieswijzer  

 

Politics. Itôs not that I am not interested in 

who is running the country and making 

decisions on how much money I should pay to 

give criminals a TV and a Playstation 3 to 

survive in jail. I can just never decide who to 

vote for. All I know is that I am left wing, and 

that I want money to be able to study for 

something that will probably get me into the 

municipalôs garden service, and that I donôt 

want criminals to have a TV and a Playstation 3 to survive in 

jail. So when doing the so-called ñKieswijzerò I always end 

up with the choice of at least three different left wing parties 

who all want the same, though all a bit different. 

 

I wish I lived in America. It would be so much easier to pick a party 

to vote on. Are you a grumpy, old farmer that keeps whining about 

how much b etter the old days were, when you still had the 

Depression and the dust bowls and when the blacks worked for you 

on the field? Then you vote Republican. But are you one of those 

blacks, happy with your 24/7 job at the gas station (that is, if youôre 

not ou t in the hood being ñgangstaò), then you vote Democratic. I 

know where Iôm standing. Bro. 

 

Just imagine you voted for Geert Wilders. It is not so hard to 

do; he wanted to keep the current system of studentsô loans. 

Wildersô party is now supporting the coalition of Harry Potter III, 

excuse me, Mark Rutte. That means you are a happy person, 

because the man who is your voice can now influence all of the 

decisions that will be made for the next four years (or four weeks, if 

Veldhuijzen van Zanten -Hyllner is bei ng deported back to Sweden). 

Within half a year all Muslims will be put on a plane, back to 

Morocco, Turkey, or wherever else they came from! But no. Evil 

Mark Rutte is against this idea and together with Maxime Verhagen 

he decides that Wildersô plans will be overruled. That is the 

complication of a typically Dutch thing called ñcoalitionò. Where as 
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many parties as needed can join to overthrow each othersô ideas! 

 

Again, I wish I lived in America. If you even dare to say the 

word coalition, those grumpy far mers and gangsta blacks lynch you, 

shocked that you even thought about that option. In America, only 

one party can rule at a time, although there are some opposition 

obstacles to get rid of in Congress. However, that is an easy thing to 

do, and I will shar e the secret with you in just three words: The 

Second Amendment.  

 

So what if youôre not happy with the way your president is 

handling things? Just write a letter to your counselor and he will 

make sure your voice will be heard. Wouldnôt that be nice? 

If, a fter all of these great advantages of the two -party system, you 

are still not convinced about changing our political system, I have 

one last fantastic argument: Halloween. Every year, people have 

trouble finding an appropriate outfit, thinking: ñWho do I hate more? 

Job Cohen or Femke Halsema?ò Because there is no way people will 

recognize you when you dress up as Emile Roemer. A two -party 

system makes it so much easier to make a decision, since you only 

have to choose between Barack Obama and Sarah Palin.  

 

Then again, to change our system, we would have to unite 

and start a revolution. Which is never going to happen, since the 

Dutch are famous for just undergoing things (remember the 

studentsô protest in The Hague, where no more than 700 alternative 

hippies showed up? My point exactly). So in the end, I really have 

just one question left: how do I get a green card?  
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Obama So Far 
By Anneloes Verhulst  

 

Did anyone notice that it has been two years already? Two 

years since Barack Obama was elected presiden t and with him many 

representatives in the Senate and the House. The elections for one -

third of the Senate as well as for every member of the House of 

Representatives  were on November 2. We thought this would b e a 

great opportunity to look at the most impo rtant things Barack 

Obama has done so far and see how both his supporters and his 

opponents feel about this.  

 

 Democratic president Obama started his first term in a 

difficult and turbulent era. The United States were involved in two 

wars, which they had b oth started, and in an economical crisis. It 

was clear that change was needed, and Obama was ready to take 

action. Well, he was, but the Senate wasnôt. I think it is hard to find 

a Republican senator or representative that will agree with Obamaôs 

methods. His methods can be described as óinvest first and enjoy 

laterô. Billions and billions of dollars were invested in health care, 

education, banks, home owners, and veterans, by passing acts and 

regulations like the óAffordable Care Actô, the óHealth Care and 

Education Actô, the óBanking and Financial Services Regulation 

Packageô, and, of course, the óReconciliation Actô. 

 

 I think you all may have noticed a change in Obamaôs 

popularity. Time Magazine calls him óunderappreciatedô and Iôm also 

leaning towards t hat. He has made an effort to realize most of his 

campaign promises, like making changes in the health care system, 

and placing restrictions on banks. He has done all this with 

opponents in both parties in Congress. The Republicans believe he is 

a left -win g socialist who spends all their money on unnecessary 

things, while the Democrats think he is overcautious and too green 

in national life to be a president. Nonetheless, supporters of Obama 

say that he has stuck to his guns and showed both parties what he 

is made of. Of course, Obama did not do all this by himself. He has 

chosen a strong staff, with Joe Biden and Rahm Emanuel as his two 

right hands.   
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 Obamaôs opponents on the other hand feel like he has let the 

government become too involved in the lives of the American people. 

He is raising taxes and then expects the people to accept all the 

retrenchments. In a way the objections are understandable; no one 

likes it when their expenses are cut and especially Americans donôt 

like it when someone else tells them to live differently than before. 

However, everyone realizes that change was and still is necessary  

and that Barack Obama and his team may be the only ones that can 

make this change happen. And, as I always say, people must realize 

that a massive chang e like this cannot be done in one day or a 

hundred days, it may take eight years.  
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LaserQuest Nijmegen ɀ September 21, 2010 
By Hannah Odenthal  

 

He-who -must -not -be-named, as he is the man with the most 

deathly gun, was definitely the main cause for my painful 22 deaths 

in 15 minutes. As this is an average of 1.47 deaths a minute  I am 

certain no one has ever died this often. If it is a record should I be 

proud of it? I highly doubt it.  

  

The group of USA members which gathered at LaserQuest  

Nijmegen was so big that it had to be split in four. After being put 

into sexy ghostbuster - ish suits with big guns, the journey into the 

darkness began. Lights flashed through the darkness as one after 

the other brave soldier perished (and resurrected aft er about 15 

seconds). People hid behind walls, fighting a very successful but 

merciless war over the two levels of LaserQuest Nijmegen.  

 

Sadly enough, I do not remember which group won the 

laser Quest war, yet I am quite sure I was not part of it (seeing my  

devastating defeat). However, they say practice makes perfect. 

Therefore I am very much l ooking forward to my next laserQ uest 

adventure and another battle of the USA. My revenge will be sweet :)  

 

U.S. Consulate ɀ October 8, 2010 
By Hannah Odenthal  

 

It was  on October 8, 2010 at 11:30 am, that a delegation of 

21 people gathered on the Nijmegen central train station before 

beginning the long journey to the Consulate of the United States of 

America in Amsterdam. After being checked from head till toe and 

strip ped from bags and all electronic equipment, we were finally 

allowed to go through the iron gates which surround the entire 

building. Two lovely American gentlemen took the group upstairs 

into one of the meeting rooms, sadly enough the consul general was 

no t present.  

 

Stuart Wilson, deputy to the consul general, and Juan Gambo 
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informed the members of USA Nijmegen about the work the U.S. 

Consulate does in the Netherlands and what kind of jobs they have. 

Work at the consulate is varied; besides issuing Visas a nd passports, 

the Consulate is a place to which U.S. citizens can turn in case they 

need money or any other kind of help. The officers receive new 

assignments from the State Department in Washington DC daily. 

Dutch people who wish to emigrate to the United  States, the land of 

opportunities and the place where one can fulfill his or her dreams, 

have to apply at the Consulate.  

 

Important to note is that not only people who want to move 

to the United States permanently have to come to Amsterdam, but 

also those  who want to stay for a shorter period of time. If you are 

planning to study in the United States, which you probably are, you 

also need to apply for a Visa at the Consulate. The Foreign Service 

Officers we met encourage all students to study in America in  order 

to broaden their horizon. For information about this and possible 

scholarships check out: http://amsterdam.usconsulate.gov/  

 

A slightly negative side of working at the Consulate is that 

Foreign Service Officers move to a different place on the plane t 

every two years. If an officer gets older and serves longer (a.k.a. 

gets more awesome), they get to spend three years in one place. As 

they are not able to settle down permanently, it is hard for them to 

have a family. However, the longer one does the jo b, the more 

choices and saying one has in the place where he or she will serve. 

Different countries enable the officers to learn a lot about the 

cultures and as they have to take language courses, their horizons 

are broadened.  

 

The officers could not stop  to repeat it and therefore I will repeat it 

once more as well: study in the United States of America and make 

sure you make your dreams come true.  
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Casino Jack and the United States of Money 
By Catuja Buruma  

 

Alex Gibney (2010)  

Jack Abramoff, William Branner, Tom 

DeLay, Donn Dunlop, Kevin Henderson, 

Paul Rudd (voice Michael Scanlon) 

Stanley Tucci (voice Jack Abramoff) 

Documentary 

120 minutes  

 

 

Anyone interested in Washington, scandal, corruption, or action and 

mob movies can enjoy this documentary by Ac ademy Award -

winning filmmaker Alex Gibney. Casino Jack and the United States 

of Money  is a film about the corruption scandals and life of the 

Republican lobbyist and orthodox Jew Jack Abramoff. The film lays 

bare the irony of the on the one hand ideology o f Abramoff and on 

the other hand his corruption and crookery. The title of the 

documentary really explains it all; the filmôs subtitle and subtext is 

actually not about Jack Abramoff but about the United States. This 

intriguing documentary uses original fo otage and interviews, as well 

as reconstructed scenes, to show the influence that lobbyists and 

money really have on politics. Jack Abramoff, then, is only a pawn in 

the money game.  

 

Jack Abramoffôs strange story could well be the story of a 

character in a film he himself directed. Indeed, not only is Abramoff 

an infamous corrupt lobbyist, he also produced ñRed Scorpionò a 

1989 anti - communist action film with Dolph Lundgren. Alex gibney 

shows that Abramoffôs appetite for action films and spy novels is 

refl ected in his actions throughout his life.  

 

The documentary zooms in on his idiosyncrasies, including 
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his radical Republicanism, his pro Reaganism, and his paranoia of 

the government. This paranoia led him to desire to turn the 

government over to market fo rces: those who pay can play. The 

documentary shows that corruption started early in Abramoffôs 

career: during his time in College Republicans, he laundered political 

money through charities.  

 

Alex Gibney gives a portrait of Jack Abramoff as a child, 

coll ege student, and lobbyist. Gibney dives into almost every 

possible topic relating to this, from Abramoffôs weightlifting career to 

his ties to apartheid South Africa. He portrays Abramoff as a puppet 

master and great schemer. Another insight into Abramoffôs 

character is given when Gibney discusses Abramoffôs trial. During 

his trial, many emails were used against Abramoff who did not seem 

to know not to share information about illegal activities on the 

internet. The email correspondence reveals much about Ab ramoff. 

He and Michael Scanlon emailed each other the following:  

ñI love this bitch talk you punk ass bitchò ñSoon as I get your 

ass on the court you will be crying like a babyò 

ñWe will see about that Fuckoò 

ñBy the way youôre a total stud on this effort, I might have a 

gimme five situationò 

ñThanks, Iôm having a great time running the gimme fivesò 

Gimme Five was a scheme, which they had come up with on the 

racquetball court. The rhetoric they use is really that of a couple of 

frat boys; that in combinatio n with the fact that they discussed 

these illegal activities via mail portrays them as arrogant schemers.  

 

Gibney discusses all scandals associated with Abramoff such 

as Saipan and the Marianas islands, the ñfavor factoryò, SunCruz 

Casinos, Indian lobbyin g and more. Sometimes, however, the 

individual events could have been discussed longer and in greater 

depth. Abramoff is not the only political crook discussed in the film, 

others are Michael Scanlon, Ralph Reed, and Tom Delay. Jack 

Abramoff, however, is p resented to be the spider in the web. He is 

the one who has control over the others. The film even suggests 

that former president Bush was in Abramoffôs pocket. However, the 

documentary also shows that after Abramoffôs trial, lobbyist did not 

become less p owerful. John McCain, chairman of the committee that 

exposed Abramoff, did not follow the political money trail which 

could lead to the indictment of fellow Republicans. This suggests 
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that McCain was also in the pocket of lobbyists, or at least the 

puppet of money.  

 

In the beginning of the documentary Gibney asks whether 

Abramoffôs story is one of personal corruption or a story of what our 

democracy has become. In the end, Jack Abramoff, according to 

Gibney ñfound himself trapped in someone elseôs filmò he was ñcast 

as a perfect villain.ò This raises the question: wasnôt he? Well, the 

documentaryôs main message is that the government can be bought, 

that the real evil force is money, and that Abramoff is just a pawn. 

In other words, the system is corrupt, th at is why people like 

Abramoff can thrive. You should see for yourself whether or not to 

agree with this, but for someone who makes the case that Abramoff 

is actually just a pawn, Gibney spends a lot of minutes detailing his 

life. I must admit, though, tha t his life is very interesting.  
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Upcoming      Activities 
      

 

 

15 November 2010 

Movie night  at Absolute Zero  

 
Theme of this night is gonna be western ! The movie we will be showing is a 

classic: ''once upon a time in the west''. This is great way  to  learn more 
about the American obsession with cowboys, guns and Indians  (pardon, 

native Americans  é;)é) in any case, we hope to see you there. Popcorn and 
other snacks will be provided . 

  

 

25 November 

Thanksgiving Dinner at De Gelagkamer  

 
Another classi c USA event: our annual thanksgiving dinner . On the 25h of 

November we will  do it the American way and celebrate  Thanksgiving at 
restaurant ''De Gelagkamer''  in Nijmegen. (at the waalkade). This is a great 

way to enjoy a true American tradition, meet up wi th your classmates 
outside of the dreaded classrooms, and of course, eat as much turkey as 

you can. Tickets will be 16 euros  for members, non -members pay 18 euros . 

Ticket sales will be in the Refter  (at the revolving doors) at the following 
dates and times :  

 
WO 10 -11: 12:30 -14:00  
DO  11 -11:   12:30 -14:00  
VR   12 -11:   12:30 -14:00  

DI     16 -11:   12:30 -14:00  
WO  17 -11:   12:30 -  14:00  

DO   18 -11 (last day!!): 12:30 -  14:00  
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9 December 

Letteren Kerstgala  

 

The gala will be held on 9 Dece mber  from 21.00 to 03.00 at the 

Kolpinghuis  (Smetiusstraat 1)  Dress code : gala, Ticket prices t.b.a. 

Door open till 12 AM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All members of USA shall rec eive details in their inbox about the 

activities asap!  

 

If you are not yet a member, but want to join us visit: 

www.usanijmegen.nl  

http://www.usanijmegen.nl/
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